[bookmark: _GoBack]THE CHRISTMAS TREE (American folklore)
After king Herod decreed the Massacre of the Innocents, Mary fled with the Infant Jesus from the wicked king and his soldiers. At last the Mother and the Babe became too tired to continue their flight, and they stopped in a forest to rest.
When the soldiers came near, Mary hid herself and the Infant Jesus under a large pine tree, which lowered its branches and covered them from the sight of the enemy.
Grateful for its protection, the Christ child raised His arms and blessed the pine tree. In doing this, it is said, He marked the pine cone with His hand. For if you cut a pine cone lengthwise, you will often see inside it the shape of a baby’s hand.

